QUESTION BOX
STATE PRAJA MANDALS

J@. What is the duty,-in the event of civil disobedience, of members
of Praja Mandals in the States and the rest of the people of the
States ?

A. If civil disobedience is started by the Congress,
it will be as against the British Government. The people
of the States cannot and ought not to offer any civil dis-
obedience in the States. Hence it follows;, that the Praja
Mandals will remain unaffected by the Congress civil
disobedience. But individuals of the States can, if they
wish, join the civil disobedience campaign in British. India.
They can, therefore, send in their names to the nearest
Congress Coxnnxittee outside theit State.

INDIAN STATES AND CONGRESS ACTIVITY

^. Should Congress members be enrolled in Indian States ?

A.. This question has been frequently put and ans-
wered by me. I have always held that it would be in-
advisable to eniol Congress members in the States. There
is danger of friction and clash, with authority, and the latter
interfering with this work of organization. Indian States^
subjects, "who may be amdous to become Congress mem-
bers, c^n enrol themselves on the register of the nearest
Congress office of their province in British India. But it
would be better for them not to bother about membership,
and to confine themselves to such activity as is possible
within their own States. This can be latgely only construc-
tive work. It will arouse self-consciousness and solidarity
among the masses. In fact, it may, on the whole, be belief
to make people Congress-minded, in the true sense of the
tern, than to enrol them as Congress members.